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"Yes, it is so." Seeing that I was a swami, a renun-
ciant attired in the traditional orange cloth, he added
politely, "Pray inform me how you know rny affairs".

When he heard about Kashi and the promise I had
given, the astonished man believed my story.

"A male child of fair complexion will be born to you,"
I told him. "He will have a broad face, with a cowlick
atop his forehead. His disposition will be notably spiri-
tual." I felt certain that the coming child would bear
these resemblances to Kashi.

Later I visited the child, whose parents had given him
his old name of Kashi. Even in infancy he was strikingly
similar in appearance to my dear Ranchi student. The
child showed me an instantaneous affection; the attrac-
tion of the past awoke with redoubled intensity.

Years later the teen-age boy wrote me, during my stay
in America. He explained his deep longing to follow the
path of a renunciant I directed him to a Himalayan
master, who accepted as a disciple the reborn Kashi.

The equilibrating law of karma, as expounded in the Hindu
scriptures, is that of action and reaction, cause and effect, sowing
and reaping. In the course of natural righteousness (rita), each
man, by his thoughts and actions, becomes the molder of his
destiny. Whatever universal energies he himself, wisely or un-
wisely, has tset in motion must return to him as their starting
point, like a circle inexorably completing itself. "The world
looks like 'a mathematical equation, which, turn it how you
will, balances itself. Every secret is told, every crime is punished,
every virtue rewarded, every wrong redressed, in silence ancf
certainty." (Emerson, in Compensation.) An understanding of
karma as the law of justice underlying lifers inequalities serves
to free the human'mind from resentment against God and man.